AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (currently amended) An information providing system, comprising: 

an information providing apparatus adapted to provide information via a network, 

and 

an information reproducing apparatus which has access to the information 
providing apparatus via the network and has an information reproducing device adapted 
to reproduce program information recorded on a recording medium, wherein the 
information reproducing apparatus comprises: 
a memory, 

an identification information acquiring device which acquires identification 
information corresponding to the program information recorded on the recording 
medium, 

an identification information transmitting device which transmits the 
acquired identification information to the information providing apparatus via the 
network when the program information recorded on the recording medium is 
reproduced but do e s not transm i t the ident i f i cat i on i nformat i on i f th e r el at e d 
i nformat i on corr e spond i ng to i d e nt i fication i nformat i on of th e program i nformat i on 
i s a l r e ady stor e d i n th e m e mory , 

a related information receiving device which receives related information 
composed of at least any one of accompanied information related to the program 
information and advertisement information related to the program information or 
the accompanied information via the network, the related information being 
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transmitted from the information providing apparatus according to the 
identification information, 

a related information storing device which stores in the memory both the 
related information received from the information providing apparatus and the 
identification information, and 

a user presenting device which presents the related information to a user 
when the program information is reproduced, and 
the information providing apparatus comprises: 

an identification information receiving device which receives the 
identification information transmitted from the information reproducing apparatus 
via the network, 

a related information acquiring device which acquires the related 
information composed of at least any one of the accompanied information and 
the advertisement information based on the identification information, and 

a related information transmitting device which transmits the related 
information to the information reproducing apparatus via the network if the 
identification information was received by the identification information receiving 
device; and 

wherein the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a 
presentation permission request information transmitting device which transmits 
presentation permission request information to the information providing 
apparatus via the network if the related information corresponding to 
identification information of the program information is already stored in the 
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memory, the presentation permission request information including the 
identification information ; and 

the information providing apparatus further comprises: 

a presentation permission request information receiving device 
which [[is]] receives the presentation permission request information 
transmitted from the information reproducing apparatus via the network, 

a presentation permission deciding device which [[is]] decides 
whether or not presentation of the related information should be permitted 
based on the presentation permission request information, and 

a related information update deciding device which decides 
whether or not the related information corresponding to the received 
identification information is updated if it is decided by the presentation 
permission deciding device that the presentation should be permitted, and 

a presentation permission information transmitting device which 
transmits the presentation permission information to the information 
reproducing apparatus via the network unless it is decided by the related 
information update deciding device that the related information is updated 
i f i t i s d e c i d e d by th e pr e s e ntat i on p e rm i ss i on d e c i d i ng d e v i c e that th e 
pr e s e ntat i on shou l d b e p e rm i tt e d , 

wherein the presentation permission information transmitting device 
transmits updated related information together with the presentation 
permission information to the information reproducing apparatus via the 
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network if it is decided by the related information update deciding device 
that the related information is updated, 

wherein the information reproducing apparatus is adapted such that 
if the presentation permission information is received from the information 
providing apparatus then the user presenting device reads from the 
memory the related information corresponding to the received 
presentation permission information and presents the related information 
to the user , and 

if the updated related information together with the presentation 
permission information is received from the information providing 
apparatus then the user presenting device presents the updated related 
information instead of the related information stored in the memory to the 
user . 

2. (original) The information providing system according to claim 1 , wherein 
the information reproducing apparatus comprises an information recording device which 
reproduces the program information recorded on the recording medium and records the 
program information on another recording medium. 

3. (original) The information providing system according to claim 1 , wherein 
the recording medium is a detachable recording medium occupied by the user. 

4. (canceled) 
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5. (canceled) 



6. (original) The information providing system according to claim 1 , wherein 
the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a selecting instruction 
receiving device which receives an instruction to select desired related information to be 
presented from the user, and the user presenting device presents the selected related 
information to the user when the program information is reproduced. 

7. (original) The information providing system according to claim 1, wherein 
the information providing apparatus further comprises a related information selecting 
device which selects related information to be acquired or transmitted according to the 
identification information, and the related information transmitting device transmits the 
related information selected by the related information selecting device to the 
information reproducing apparatus. 

8. (original) The information providing system according to claim 1 , wherein 
the information providing apparatus further comprises a user information managing 
device which manages user information for each user of the information reproducing 
apparatus, the user information managing device updates the user information based 
on the identification information every time the identification information is transmitted 
from the information reproducing apparatus, and the related information acquiring 
device acquires the advertisement information matching with the user information. 
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9. (currently amended) The information providing system according to claim 
1 , wherein the user presenting device displays the accompanied information and the 
advertisement information on a [[the]] same screen thereby presenting the accompanied 
information and the advertisement information to the user. 

10. (original) The information providing system according to claim 1, wherein 
the accompanied information includes at least any one piece of data about a jacket 
photograph stored in a package of the recording medium, a photograph printed on a 
booklet, lyrics, a liner note, music information, artist information, and label information. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The information providing system according to claim 
1 , wherein 

the information providing apparatus is constituted of an information providing 
service server and a contents server, 

the information providing service server comprises the identification information 
receiving device and transmits the identification information received by the 
identification information receiving device to the contents server via a communication 
means, 

the contents server comprises 

the related information acquiring device, 

the related information transmitting device, and 
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a related information database adapted to store the related information 
and to receive the identification information transmitted from the information 
providing service server, 

the related information acquiring device acquires the related information 
from the related information database based on the identification information, and 

the related information transmitting device transmits the related 
information to the information reproducing /r e cord i ng apparatus or th e i nformat i on 
r e produc i ng/r e cord i ng apparatus via the network. 

12. (canceled) 

13. (previously presented) The information providing system according to 
claim 1, wherein 

the memory stores presentation permission confirming period information or 
presentation permission confirming due date information about the related information, 

the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a transmission deciding 
device which decides whether or not the presentation permission request information 
should be transmitted to the information providing apparatus based on the presentation 
permission confirming period information or presentation permission confirming due 
date information, and 

the presentation permission request information transmitting device transmits the 
presentation permission request information to the information providing apparatus via 
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the network if it is decided that the presentation permission request information should 
be transmitted to the information providing apparatus. 

14. (original) The information providing system according to claim 13, wherein 
the presentation permission confirming period information or presentation permission 
confirming due date information is attached to the related information and is transmitted 
from the information providing apparatus. 

15. (canceled) 

16. (original) The information providing system according to claim 15, wherein 
the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a related information updating 
device which updates related information stored in the memory to the updated related 
information. 

17. (currently amended) The information providing system according to claim 
1 , wherein 

the presentation permission deciding device decides again whether or not 
presentation of the related information should be permitted after it is decided that 
presentation of the related information should be permitted, 

the presentation permission information transmitting device transmits 
cancellation information to the information reproducing apparatus via the network if it is 
decided that the presentation should not be permitted, [[,]] and 
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[[,]] in the information reproducing apparatus, if the cancellation information is 
received from the information providing apparatus the user presenting device stops 
presentation of the related information indicated in the cancellation information. 

18. (previously presented) The information providing system according to 
claim 1, wherein the information providing apparatus further comprises an erasure 
information transmitting device which transmits erasure information indicating an 
instruction to erase the related information to the information reproducing apparatus via 
the network if the presentation permission deciding device decides that presentation 
should not be permitted, and the information reproducing apparatus comprises: an 
erasure information receiving device which receives the erasure information via the 
network when the erasure information is transmitted from the information providing 
apparatus, and a related information erasing device which erases related information to 
be erased from the memory, the related information being indicated by the erasure 
information. 

19. (previously presented) The information providing system according to 
claim 1, wherein the presentation permission deciding device decides that presentation 
of the accompanied information should be permitted on condition that advertisement 
information of the related information is presented, when the presentation permission 
request information transmitted from the information reproducing apparatus requests 
permission to present only the accompanied information of the related information, the 
presentation permission information transmitting device includes the condition for 
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presenting the advertisement information into the presentation permission information 
and transmits the presentation permission information to the information reproducing 
apparatus via the network, and the user presenting device presents advertisement 
information corresponding to the presenting condition to the user together with the 
accompanied information corresponding to permission for presentation indicated by the 
presentation permission information when the program information is reproduced. 

20. (canceled) 

21 . (original) The information providing system according to claim 20, wherein 
if the updated related information is not received in a predetermined time, the user 
presenting device reads the related information corresponding to the identification 
information from the memory and presents the related information to the user when the 
program information is reproduced. 

22. (original) The information providing system according to claim 20, wherein 
the memory stores presentation permission confirming period information or 
presentation permission confirming due date information about the related information, 
the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a transmission deciding device 
which decides whether or not the identification information should be transmitted to the 
information providing apparatus based on the presentation permission confirming period 
information or presentation permission confirming due date information, and the 
identification information transmitting device transmits the identification information to 
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the information providing apparatus via the network if it is decided that the identification 
information should be transmitted to the information providing apparatus. 

23. (original) The information providing system according to claim 22, wherein 
the presentation permission confirming period information or presentation permission 
confirming due date information is attached to the related information and is transmitted 
from the information providing apparatus. 

24. (original) The information providing system according to claim 20, wherein 
the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a related information updating 
device which updates the related information stored in the memory to the updated 
related information. 

25. (canceled) 

26. (canceled) 

27. (currently amended) An information reproducing apparatus connected to 
a network, the information reproducing apparatus comprising : 

a memory, 

an identification information acquiring device which acquires identification 
information corresponding to program information recorded on a recording medium, 
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a pr e s e ntat i on p e rm i ss i on r e qu e st i nformat i on transm i tt i ng d e v i c e wh i ch 
transm i ts pr e s e ntat i on p e rm i ss i on r e qu e st i nformat i on to an i nformat i on prov i d i ng 
apparatus v i a th e n e twork; 

an identification information transmitting device which transmits the acquired 
identification information to the information providing apparatus via the network when 
the program information recorded on the recording medium is reproduced un le ss th e 
r el at e d i nformat i on corr e spond i ng to i dent i f i cat i on i nformat i on of th e program 
i nformat i on i s a l r e ady stor e d i n th e m e mory , 

a related information receiving device which receives related information 
composed of at least any one of accompanied information related to the program 
information and advertisement information related to the program information or the 
accompanied information via the network, the related information being transmitted from 
the information providing apparatus according to the identification information, 

a related information storing device which stores in the memory both the related 
information received from the information providing apparatus and the identification 
information, 

a user presenting device which presents the related information to a user when 
the program information is reproduced, and 

wherein the identification information transmitting device transmits presentation 
permission request information to the information providing apparatus via the network if 
the related information corresponding to identification information of the program 
information is already stored in the memory, the presentation permission request 
information including the identification information; and 
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wherein the information reproducing apparatus is adapted such that if the 
presentation permission information is received from the information providing 
apparatus then the user presenting device reads from the memory the related 
information corresponding to the received presentation permission information and 
presents the related information to the use r, and 

if updated related information together with the presentation permission 
information is received from the information providing apparatus then the user 
presenting device presents the updated related information instead of the related 
information stored in the memory to the user . 

28. (canceled) 

29. (currently amended) An information recorded medium wherein a program 
for a computer connected to a network is recorded so as to be read by the computer, 
the program configured to cause mak e s the computer to function as: 

an identification information acquiring device which acquires identification 
information corresponding to the program information recorded on the recording 
medium; 

an identification information transmitting device which transmits the acquired 
identification information to the information providing apparatus via the network when 
the program information recorded on the recording medium is reproduced; 

a related information receiving device which receives related information 
composed of at least any one of accompanied information related to the program 
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information and advertisement information related to the program information or the 
accompanied information via the network, the related information being transmitted from 
the information providing apparatus according to the identification information; 

a related information storing device which stores in a memory both the related 
information received from the information providing apparatus and the identification 
information; and 

a user presenting device which presents the related information to a user when 
the program information is reproduced; 

wherein the identification information transmitting device transmits presentation 
permission request information to the information providing apparatus via the network if 
the related information corresponding to identification information of the program 
information is already stored in the memory, the presentation permission request 
information including the identification information; 

if the presentation permission information is received from the information 
providing apparatus then the user presenting device reads from the memory the related 
information corresponding to the received presentation permission information and 
presents the related information to the user; and 

if the updated related information together with the presentation permission 
information is received from the information providing apparatus then the user 
presenting device presents the updated related information instead of the related 
information stored in the memory to the user. 

th e i nformat i on r e produc i ng apparatus a ccord i ng to c l a i m 27. 
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30. (canceled) 



31 . (currently amended) An information providing method in an information 
providing system comprising an information providing apparatus for providing 
information via a network, and an information reproducing apparatus which has eaft 
have access to the information providing apparatus via the network and has an 
information reproducing device for reproducing program information recorded on a 
recording medium, comprising the processes of: 

acquiring identification information corresponding to the program information 
recorded on the recording medium in the information reproducing apparatus; 

transmitting the acquired identification information from the information 
reproducing apparatus to the information providing apparatus via the network when the 
program information recorded on the recording medium is reproduced , un le ss r el at e d 
i nformat i on compos e d of at le ast any on e of accompan ie d i nformat i on r el at e d to th e 
program i nformat i on and adv e rt i s e m e nt i nformat i on assoc i at e d w i th th e i d e nt i f i cat i on 
i nformat i on i s a l r e ady stor e d i n a m e mory of th e i nformat i on r e produc i ng apparatus ; 

receiving the identification information transmitted from the information 
reproducing apparatus via the network in the information providing apparatus; 

acquiring related information composed of at least any one of accompanied 
information related to the program information and advertisement information related to 
the program information or the accompanied information based on the identification 
information in the information providing apparatus; 
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transmitting the related information from the information providing apparatus to 
the information reproducing apparatus via the network; 

r e c ei v i ng r el at e d i nformat i on composed of at le ast any on e of accompan ie d 
i nformat i on r el at e d th e program i nformat i on and adv e rt i s e m e nt i nformat i on r el at e d th e 
program i nformat i on or th e accompan ie d informat i on v i a th e n e twork, th e r el at e d 
i nformat i on b ei ng transm i tt e d from th e i nformation prov i d i ng apparatus accord i ng to th e 
i d e nt i f i cat i on i nformat i on; 

pr e s e nt i ng th e r el at e d i nformat i on to a us e r wh e n th e program i nformat i on i s 
r e produc e d i n th e i nformat i on r e produc i ng apparatus; 

r e c ei v i ng th e i d e nt i f i cat i on i nformat i on transm i tt e d from th e i nformat i on 
r e produc i ng apparatus v i a th e n e twork i n th e i nformat i on prov i d i ng apparatus; 

acqu i r i ng th e r el at e d i nf o rmat i on compos e d of at le ast any on e of th e 
accompan ie d i nformat i on r el at e d to th e program i nformat i on and adv e rt i s o m c nt 
i nformat i on r el at e d to th e program i nformation or th e accompan ie d i nformat i on bas e d on 
th e i d e nt i f i cat i on i nformat i on i n th e i nformat i on prov i d i ng apparatus; 

i n r e spons e to r e c ei v i ng th e i d e nt i ficat i on i nformat i on transm i tt e d from th e 
i nformat i on r e produc i ng apparatus, transmitt i ng th e r el at e d i nformat i on from th e 
i nformat i on prov i d i ng apparatus to th e i nformat i on r e produc i ng apparatus v i a th e 
n e twork; 

receiving the related information transmitted from the information providing 
apparatus via the network in the information reproducing apparatus; 
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storing the related information received from the information providing apparatus 
and the identification information in a [[the]] memory of the information reproducing 
apparatus; and 

presenting the related information to a user when the program information is 
reproduced in the information reproducing apparatus; 

wherein the method further comprises the processes of: 

transmitting presentation permission request information and the identification 
information from the information reproducing apparatus to the information providing 
apparatus via the network if the related information corresponding to identification 
information of the program information is already stored in the memory ; 

receiving the presentation permission request information and the identification 
information transmitted from the information reproducing apparatus via the network in 
the information providing apparatus; 

deciding whether or not presentation of the related information should be 
permitted based on the presentation permission request information in the information 
providing apparatus; 

deciding whether or not the related information corresponding to the received 
identification information is updated if it is decided that the presentation should be 
permitted in the information providing apparatus; 

transmitting the presentation permission information from the information 
providing apparatus to the information reproducing apparatus via the network unless it 
is decided that the related information is updated i f i t i s d e c i d e d that th e pr e s e ntat i on 




in the information providing apparatus ; [[and]] 
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transmitting updated related information together with the presentation 
permission information from the information providing apparatus to the information 
reproducing apparatus via the network if it is decided that the related information is 
updated in the information providing apparatus; 

if the presentation permission information is received from the information 
providing apparatus in the information reproducing apparatus, reading from the memory 
of the information reproducing apparatus the related information corresponding to 
presentation permission indicated in the received presentation permission information 
and presenting pr e s e nt the related information to the user ; and 

if the updated related information together with the presentation permission 
information is received from the information providing apparatus, presenting the 
updated related information instead of the related information stored in the memory to 
the user . 
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